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As my grandmother had expressed the wish to see something
of the troops of the Prussian Guard, my father commanded the
4th Regiment of Foot Guards belonging to my brigade and
the Regiment of the Gardes du Corps to parade before my
grandmother on the Charlottenburg parade ground; he
instructed me to take over the command. Queen Victoria
came out with my mother in a carriage drawn by four horses;
1 commanded the salute and then accompanied my grand-
mother's carriage as it drove down the fiout of the two regi-
ments. The march past met with the whole-hearted approval
of the Queen; standing beside her, 1 could see by the
expression of her face how fascinated she was by the military
spectacle. At the close of the parade she expressed to me her
joy that my father had chosen me, her grandson, to lead these
fine regiments before her. They were, she said, the first
Prussian troops that she had seen since her visit to Cubleii/i
as a young Queen.

At the beginning of May the Emperor once more rallied;
once more he was able to visit his beloved Berlin and receive
the homage of its population, but after that the course clown-
hill was continuous. When, on 24th May, my brother Henry
was married to the Princess Irene of Hesso-Dannstadt in the*
chapel of the Palace of Charlottenburg, tlu* solemnisation, at
which the Prince of Wales also assisted, was entirely dominated
by the profound sorrow caused in all those present by the
terribly emaciated appearance of my father. He insisted,
none the less, while the rings were being exdinngetl, on rising
and remaining standing, like a hero of old, supported upon his
stick, but directly after had to leave the chapel Never again
have 1 attended a wedding like this, at which not joy but
sorrow filled all hearts.

In spite of his rapidly failing health, my father carried out*
his duties as ruler with all the deep sense of duty natural to
him. Every day he worked, though in great pain, for hours
together with Prince Bismarck and the chiefs of the two
Cabinets, He wished to introduce a now uniform for the